
In the month of Nisan in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was brought for him, I

took the wine and gave it to the king. I had not been sad in his presence before, 2 so the king

asked me, “Why does your face look so sad when you are not ill? This can be nothing but

sadness of heart.”

I was very much afraid, 3 but I said to the king, “May the king live forever! Why should my face

not look sad when the city where my ancestors are buried lies in ruins, and its gates have been

destroyed by fire?”

4 The king said to me, “What is it you want?”

Then I prayed to the God of heaven, 5 and I answered the king, “If it pleases the king and if your

servant has found favor in his sight, let him send me to the city in Judah where my ancestors

are buried so that I can rebuild it.”

6 Then the king, with the queen sitting beside him, asked me, “How long will your journey take,

and when will you get back?” It pleased the king to send me; so I set a time.

7 I also said to him, “If it pleases the king, may I have letters to the governors of Trans-

Euphrates, so that they will provide me safe-conduct until I arrive in Judah? 8 And may I have a

letter to Asaph, keeper of the royal park, so he will give me timber to make beams for the gates

of the citadel by the temple and for the city wall and for the residence I will occupy?” And

because the gracious hand of my God was on me, the king granted my requests. 9 So I went to

the governors of Trans-Euphrates and gave them the king’s letters. The king had also sent army

officers and cavalry with me.

10 When Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite official heard about this, they were

very much disturbed that someone had come to promote the welfare of the Israelites.

Nehemiah Inspects Jerusalem’s Walls

11 I went to Jerusalem, and after staying there three days 12 I set out during the night with a

few others. I had not told anyone what my God had put in my heart to do for Jerusalem. There

were no mounts with me except the one I was riding on.
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13 By night I went out through the Valley Gate toward the Jackal Well and the Dung Gate,

examining the walls of Jerusalem, which had been broken down, and its gates, which had been

destroyed by fire. 14 Then I moved on toward the Fountain Gate and the King’s Pool, but there

was not enough room for my mount to get through; 15 so I went up the valley by night,

examining the wall. Finally, I turned back and reentered through the Valley Gate. 16 The officials

did not know where I had gone or what I was doing, because as yet I had said nothing to the

Jews or the priests or nobles or officials or any others who would be doing the work.

17 Then I said to them, “You see the trouble we are in: Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its gates have

been burned with fire. Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we will no longer be in

disgrace.” 18 I also told them about the gracious hand of my God on me and what the king had

said to me.

They replied, “Let us start rebuilding.” So they began this good work.

19 But when Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite official and Geshem the Arab heard

about it, they mocked and ridiculed us. “What is this you are doing?” they asked. “Are you

rebelling against the king?”

20 I answered them by saying, “The God of heaven will give us success. We his servants will

start rebuilding, but as for you, you have no share in Jerusalem or any claim or historic right to

it.”

Builders of the Wall

3 Eliashib the high priest and his fellow priests went to work and rebuilt the Sheep Gate. They

dedicated it and set its doors in place, building as far as the Tower of the Hundred, which they

dedicated, and as far as the Tower of Hananel. 2 The men of Jericho built the adjoining section,

and Zakkur son of Imri built next to them.

3 The Fish Gate was rebuilt by the sons of Hassenaah. They laid its beams and put its doors and

bolts and bars in place. 4 Meremoth son of Uriah, the son of Hakkoz, repaired the next section.

Next to him Meshullam son of Berekiah, the son of Meshezabel, made repairs, and next to him

Zadok son of Baana also made repairs. 5 The next section was repaired by the men of Tekoa, but

their nobles would not put their shoulders to the work under their supervisors.

6 The Jeshanah Gate was repaired by Joiada son of Paseah and Meshullam son of Besodeiah.

They laid its beams and put its doors with their bolts and bars in place. 7 Next to them, repairs

were made by men from Gibeon and Mizpah—Melatiah of Gibeon and Jadon of Meronoth—

places under the authority of the governor of Trans-Euphrates. 8 Uzziel son of Harhaiah, one of



the goldsmiths, repaired the next section; and Hananiah, one of the perfume-makers, made

repairs next to that. They restored Jerusalem as far as the Broad Wall. 9 Rephaiah son of Hur,

ruler of a half-district of Jerusalem, repaired the next section. 10 Adjoining this, Jedaiah son of

Harumaph made repairs opposite his house, and Hattush son of Hashabneiah made repairs

next to him. 11 Malkijah son of Harim and Hasshub son of Pahath-Moab repaired another

section and the Tower of the Ovens. 12 Shallum son of Hallohesh, ruler of a half-district of

Jerusalem, repaired the next section with the help of his daughters.

13 The Valley Gate was repaired by Hanun and the residents of Zanoah. They rebuilt it and put

its doors with their bolts and bars in place. They also repaired a thousand cubits[d] of the wall

as far as the Dung Gate.

14 The Dung Gate was repaired by Malkijah son of Rekab, ruler of the district of Beth Hakkerem.

He rebuilt it and put its doors with their bolts and bars in place.

15 The Fountain Gate was repaired by Shallun son of Kol-Hozeh, ruler of the district of Mizpah.

He rebuilt it, roofing it over and putting its doors and bolts and bars in place. He also repaired

the wall of the Pool of Siloam,[e] by the King’s Garden, as far as the steps going down from the

City of David. 16 Beyond him, Nehemiah son of Azbuk, ruler of a half-district of Beth Zur, made

repairs up to a point opposite the tombs[f] of David, as far as the artificial pool and the House

of the Heroes.

17 Next to him, the repairs were made by the Levites under Rehum son of Bani. Beside him,

Hashabiah, ruler of half the district of Keilah, carried out repairs for his district. 18 Next to him,

the repairs were made by their fellow Levites under Binnui[g] son of Henadad, ruler of the other

half-district of Keilah. 19 Next to him, Ezer son of Jeshua, ruler of Mizpah, repaired another

section, from a point facing the ascent to the armory as far as the angle of the wall. 20 Next to

him, Baruch son of Zabbai zealously repaired another section, from the angle to the entrance of

the house of Eliashib the high priest. 21 Next to him, Meremoth son of Uriah, the son of Hakkoz,

repaired another section, from the entrance of Eliashib’s house to the end of it.

22 The repairs next to him were made by the priests from the surrounding region. 23 Beyond

them, Benjamin and Hasshub made repairs in front of their house; and next to them, Azariah

son of Maaseiah, the son of Ananiah, made repairs beside his house. 24 Next to him, Binnui son

of Henadad repaired another section, from Azariah’s house to the angle and the corner, 25 and

Palal son of Uzai worked opposite the angle and the tower projecting from the upper palace

near the court of the guard. Next to him, Pedaiah son of Parosh 26 and the temple servants

living on the hill of Ophel made repairs up to a point opposite the Water Gate toward the east

and the projecting tower. 27 Next to them, the men of Tekoa repaired another section, from the

great projecting tower to the wall of Ophel.



28 Above the Horse Gate, the priests made repairs, each in front of his own house. 29 Next to

them, Zadok son of Immer made repairs opposite his house. Next to him, Shemaiah son of

Shekaniah, the guard at the East Gate, made repairs. 30 Next to him, Hananiah son of

Shelemiah, and Hanun, the sixth son of Zalaph, repaired another section. Next to them,

Meshullam son of Berekiah made repairs opposite his living quarters. 31 Next to him, Malkijah,

one of the goldsmiths, made repairs as far as the house of the temple servants and the

merchants, opposite the Inspection Gate, and as far as the room above the corner; 32 and

between the room above the corner and the Sheep Gate the goldsmiths and merchants made

repairs.



SCRIPTURE MEDITATION + OBSERVATIONS
Read Nehemiah 2:1-9  and record observations.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CHRIST IN FOCUS

List any Christ-like practices and examples that you see in this passage. _______________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How does focusing on Jesus, following His example, and relying on His power help you to take the

next step in what He is calling you to do?  ________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

“BIG  IDE A“
In your own words, summarize
the passage's main idea in a
sentence or two. 
____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

NEXT STEPS
How does this apply to your life? Make it personal,
specific, and practical! Avoid factual statements.
Record a specific action step and prayer, asking God for
the power to walk in obedience.
______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________
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CLAR IFY ING YOUR V IS ION                    NEHEMIAH 2-3

GOING DE EPER

Review and answer on your own, then bring with you to Small Group.

Is a vision becoming clearer to you? What has God been putting on your heart as a vision
during this series? If you are struggling with your vision, why do you think that is? What
obstacles are making it harder to see your vision?

Read Nehemiah 2. What stands out to you from this week’s passage? How do you see God
working in Nehemiah’s life throughout these verses?

Pastor Ted gave some ideas on what makes a vision strong- A vision is Prayerful, Personal,
Practical, and Purposeful. How do each of these affect your vision? What happens when a
vision is missing one or more of these pieces? In your own life, are you experiencing a
Prayerful, Personal, Practical, and Purposeful vision?

1

2

3



WORSHIP AND PRAYER

Praise God for His wisdom and power.  Then, invite everyone to surrender their plans to Him

with confidence that He will help you accomplish them.  

DATE NAME REQUEST OR PRAISE


